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CALENDAR — JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2012
January 4, 2012 LWVWCCC Kensington Unit Meeting, at the home of Betty Brown
(Wednesday) (510-524-6071), 44 Beverly Road, Kensington. Guests are welcome. Please call
1:15 PM Betty to confirm your attendance.
January 9, 2012 LWVWCCC Board Meeting, at the office of Supervisor John Gioia, 11780 San
(Monday) Pablo Avenue, Suite D, El Cerrito. All interested members are invited to attend.
1:30 PM
January 9, 2012 Lobby Day in Sacramento to support the members of the California Health
(Monday) Professional Students Association in their efforts to make Single Payer Health

Care pass in California. The rally will be held at 12 Noon outside the Capitol in
Sacramento. The Richmond bus will leave from 9:45 AM from Target at 42™ and
MacDonald Avenue. Box lunches will be provided on the Bus, so reservations are
needed. Make yours by calling the CARA Office at 510-663-4086.

January 12, 2012  LWVWCCC Program Committee Meeting, at Anna’s Place Café, 11740 San

(Thursday) Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito (near Strings Restaurant and Supervisor Gioia’s office).
8:30 AM Members are encouraged to come and help decide on programs for 2012.

February 4, 2012 LWVWCCC Joint Meeting with the Environmental Quality Control Committee
(Saturday) at the Cerrito Theatre, 10070 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, to see the film, The
10:00 AM New Metropolis. A panel discussion will follow the film. The group will then

adjourn to the Nong Thén Vietnamese Restaurant, 10086 San Pablo Avenue
(corner of Central Avenue), El Cerrito for refreshments. The event is free, but please
tell the League if you plan to attend by calling the League phone at 510-525-4962 and
leaving a message.

February 4, 2012 LWV Bay Area League Day. The program, Housing and the Bay Area’s Future,

(Saturday) will be presented at the First Unitarian Church of Oakland, 685 — 14" Street,

9:00 AM-2:00 PM  Oakland. For more information, call 510-839-1608 or visit the LWV Bay Area’s
Web site at www.lwvbayarea.org.

February 6, 2012 LWVWCCC Board Meeting, at the office of Supervisor John Gioia, 11780 San
(Monday) Pablo Avenue, Suite D, El Cerrito. Members of the League are always welcome to
1:30 PM attend and learn about our future activities.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As 2011 draws to a close, | have been spending a few minutes to reflect on the many milestones we
have marked during the year, including the 100th Anniversary of Winning the Right to Vote! 1 did not
realize until | attended our March 2011 event for the screening of “Iron Jawed Angels” how limited were
the rights of women before ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution!
As a woman born at the tail end of the baby-boom era, I took for granted so many rights and privileges of
being a citizen of the United States. | honor the courageous and smart women (and their male supporters)
who dedicated their energy 100 years ago to ensure that women had equal access to the ballot box.

| am sure 2012 will bring a great many changes to the West Contra Costa region, and | hope you
will take an active part in the community outreach and education processes which are hallmarks of the
League of Women Voters. 2012 is a Presidential Election year, and many issues of interest will be before
the voters in June and November 2012. Your support and active participation in LWV WCCC events and
activities will make a difference in the process to ensure that each and every eligible voter in our community
is fully informed as they make their voting decisions.

June 2012 will see the end of my fourth term as President of the LWV WCCC Richmond Area. |
will continue to be an active member of our chapter and plan to help Jean Lipton with the fundraising
program, Adopt-A-Box, which provides outreach locations for voter registration forms in our community.
With the end of my term as President (and the end of the terms for six other officers), opportunities for new
directions are opening up for the LWV WCCC! Please give serious consideration to the Nominating
Committee’s appeal for members to take Board of Director positions in the next few months.

Happy Holidays — I look forward to seeing you at our 2012 events!
Linda Young, President, LWV WCCC Richmond Area
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Volunteers are needed to co-chair a new national LWV study on privatization. Is there a
trend??? This study will be a good follow-up to our national study on the federal role in education
that we completed in November. Members of our Chapter felt that study to be so valuable that
they want to continue the good work with this new study for 2012. The materials will be ready in
January, and the study needs to be completed by May 2012. All we really need are two or three
volunteers who could plan and direct the study. Then our members will participate and will answer
the formulated questions that always accompany the League studies. Such participation is a really
good way to make our West Contra Costa County voices heard and considered at the national
level. If you can help, please call our LWV WCCC number (510-525-4962) and express your
interest. The members of our LWV WCCC Board will get back to you with thanks, a big hug, and
lots of support.

Patricia Player
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LWV WCCC Contact information: Chapter phone: (510) 525-4962
Chapter email: info@Iwvwccce.org
Chapter mailing address: P.O. Box 1618, El Cerrito, CA 94530

OFFICE NAME END OF
TERM
President: Linda Young 2012
Vice-President — Membership: | Janet Abelson 2013
Vice-President — Programs: Paloma Pavel 2012
Assist. To VP for Programs: Pat Player 2012
Robert MacDonald 2012
Treasurer: Lesa Mclintosh 2013
Secretary: Myrtle Braxton 2013
Board of Directors: Ruth Vasquez-Jones 2013
Joan Carpenter 2013
Jean Lipton 2012
Betty Brown 2012
Willa Sudduth 2012

2012 Nominating Committee:
Jael Myrick (Chair), Joan Carpenter, Paloma Pavel, Sandi Genser-Mack, Cecelia Valdez
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT

Past Programs (since last summer)
Fall Members' Event. Visit to the Ford Assembly Plant, an historic building for both the car industry and
WWII armaments production. Visits to two green businesses currently occupying the building, tour of the
"Craneway" Pavilion, lunch in the Boilerhouse Rider's Restaurant. (September 14, 2010)

Election Activities. Numerous forums and Pros and Cons sessions were held, including a forum of the
candidates for the West Contra Costa School Board that was televised over the public-service cable
channel. (October-November, 2010)

Film at the Cerrito Theater. Tango 73: A Bus Diary, a film about public transportation and its problems
and opportunities. The director was present for post-film discussion. (March 4, 2011)

Film at the Cerrito Theater. Iron Jawed Angels, an award-winning film about the beginning of the
women's suffrage movement in the U.S. (March 19, 2011)

Student Excursion to Sacramento. Members of the LWV WCCC chaperoned a trip to Sacramento of
about a dozen students from six WCCC district middle and high schools to meet with Assembly member
Skinner, Senator De Saulnier, and the Policy Analyst from Tom Torlakson's office (Department of
Education). A short tour of the capital was included. (April 27, 2011)

Celebration of the 100" Anniversary of Women’s’ Suffrage in California, at Christ's Lutheran Church,
El Cerrito. Program co-sponsored by LWV WCCC. (September 17, 2011)

Annual Meeting of LWV WCCC, including business meeting, elections. To kick off the new national LWV
study dealing with education and the role of the federal government, there was a presentation by Professor
Rick Mintrop of University of California School of Education. (September 27, 2011)

Membership Meeting to establish consensus on national education study. The first of two membership
meetings to assess the extent of support of the LWV national study on "The Role of the Federal
Government in Pre K-12 Education.” (10:00-noon at St. Peter's C.M.E. Church, 5324 Cypress Ave., El
Cerrito) (October 12, 2011)

Membership Meeting to establish consensus on national education study. Continuation of the Oct. 12
meeting. (10:00-noon at St. Peter's C.M.E. Church, 5324 Cypress Ave., El Cerrito) (October 25, 2011)

Film at the Cerrito Theater. Bag It, a free feature film and shorts on the environmental problems caused
by plastic bags (and some plastics in general), followed by a panel discussion that will include guest actors,
artists, and experts on environmental issues. (October 29, 2011)

Upcoming and Prospective Programs
February 4, 2012, 9:30 AM-2:00 PM: Film at the Cerrito Theater. The New Metropolis, a free feature
film on the development of suburbs and the problems both in urban centers from which migration occurred
and in suburbs themselves, which are now facing the same problems as urban cores

2012: The Program Committee is currently discussing the possibility of undertaking a multi-event
series that would be focused on important issues that will come up next year, e.g. how our
communities will deal with the likely continuation of high unemployment and financial constriction.

Suggestions from the membership on topics, format, frequency and meeting times and places are
all welcome! Contact the Program Committee on our Chapter phone line at (510) 525-4962.
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WCCC LWV Chapter
REPORT OF EDUCATION STUDY
October 25, 2011

Fourteen members of the WCC LWV participated in the consensus process. Committee members
included Patricia Player, Cathy Bailey, Jean Lipton, Betty Brown, and Ruby MacDonald. Betty and
Ruby served as co-conveners. Results of the two consensus meetings, with consensus positions
underlined, were as follows.

General Questions: 1. The current role of the federal government in public education was judged
too small. 2. What should be the role(s) of the federal government in public education? (Numbers indicate
consensus-determined rank): 1. To ensure that all students preK-12 receive a quality education. 2. To
mandate Common Core Standards for all students K-12. 3. To develop accountability measures that will
study the progress of all students so that they achieve adequate yearly progress. 4. To monitor state
efforts for funding. 5. To measure teacher effectiveness through test data. 3. A quality public education is
important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy. Strongly agree.

Comments in response to the General Consensus questions: “Re #1, it was unanimously agreed
that the federal government requires too many mandates for the funding they provide. Appropriations don’t
match authorizations. In general, the ranking at the first meeting was very different from that at the second,
the discussion of which made it easier to respond.”

Common Core Standards: 4. Currently the governors and state education officers have
developed Common Core Standards that are national but not federal. Should the standards be mandated
of the states in order to obtain federal funding? (Choose one.) No Consensus. 5. Should there be a
national assessment aligned with the Common Core Standards? No Consensus. 6. National standards
should lead to b. A national curriculum that is only suggested but not mandated. 7. What role should the
national assessment consortia play in student evaluation? (Rank order.) Consensus ranked first a.
Provide an assessment system that is aligned to the Common Core Standards. No Consensus on rankings
2-5. 8. Data from the national assessments are often difficult for parents, teachers, and others to
understand. If we have a national assessment, what information is most important to be reported to
parents, teachers, students, and the community? (Choose one.) b. Data should be “criterion referenced”
and clearly informative so that teachers, parents, and students know how individual students have mastered
criteria_established at a national level. 9. Information from nationally required assessment data should be

used to (choose one): e. Inform districts how their population compares to others similar to theirs.

Comments in response to Questions 4-9: The committee felt there should have been more
discussion, and diversity should have been mentioned in Question 7. Those voting yes on #5 would like the
assessments designed to measure critical thinking skills and ability to think broadly on a topic. Re #9,
unanimous support was expressed for changing the question to include “help, not sanction, schools.”

Funding and Equity: 10. In the past most of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
funding has been noncompetitive based on need. All/any schools that prove they fall under the federal
guidelines for funding receive those funds. However, competitive grants are now being proposed to
states/districts who meet certain federal requirements, such as Race to the Top. Which would be
appropriate (choose one): a. Non-competitive funding for all applicants meeting requirements. 11. If the
federal government’s role is the concern of the “common good,” then: b. Mandates and funding should
both be provided. 12. Equity in public education means equitable access to (rank order): 1. food and
health care; 2. safe and secure neighborhoods; 3. secure housing; 4. high quality teaching/learning; 5.
adequate and current learning materials; 6. clean and well maintained physical facilities. 13. Currently
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding is considered “categorical”’ rather than for
general use. This means that it can only be used with special populations for special purposes. ESEA

Report of Education Study — continued on page 6




Report of Education Study — continued from page 5

should remain targeted toward poverty and special needs. Strongly agree. 14. The federal government
has a role in supporting early childhood education, birth to five, for all children. Strongly agree. 15. Federal
support for early childhood education program (e.g., Head Start, Title I, Special Education, Early Start)
should include funding for parent education and support regarding child development, child health and
nutrition, and access to other supportive services, such as mental health as needed. A. Strongly agree. B.
This funding should be extended to all children.

Comments concerning Questions 12-15: Re #12, it was suggested that the word “safe” should have
been added to 6. clean and well maintained physical facilities, and it was felt that if you grouped “d, e, and f”
as a focus for the federal government, “a, b, and ¢” would be state responsibilities. The committee feels
that if the federal government would concentrate their efforts on “d, e, and f,” then states could focus on “a,

b, and c.” PoSd
LWV WCCC
2011/2012 BUDGET
Income $11,157.50
Prior year balance $2,500.00*
Membership 3,657.50**
Adopt-A-Box Program 5,000.00
Expenses $11,157.50
Communication $ 1,000.00
Phone, Website, P.O. Box
Programs $3,300.00
Facility rent, promotion, etc.
Youth Activities $2,000.00

Legislative trip(s) to Sacramento
Per Member Payments (PMP) $3,607.50
National, State and Bay Area dues

VOTER $1,000.00
Production, printing, postage
LWV CA Insurance $ 250.00

*educational fund
**calculated on the membership list as of January 30, 2012




REPORT OF ANNUAL MEETING

Tuesday, September 27, 2011, at Denny’s Restaurant, 11344 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito
Featured Speaker: Professor Rich Mintrop, UC Berkeley Graduate School of Education

Twenty-eight LWV members, guests and interested community members (including LWV Management
Training Advisor Bonnie Hamlin) attended the Annual Meeting of the LWV WCCC at Denny’s Restaurant
in El Cerrito. General issues of discussion included a report of the Health Care Committee by Betty Brown,
a the report of the 2011 Nominating Committee by Jael Myric, the Webmaster’s Annual Report by Robert
MacDonald, and the Program Committee Annual Report. President Linda Young informed the meeting
that the Budget for 2011/12 would be sent out at a later date.

The final business item of discussion was presented by Ruby MacDonald. This issue acted as the
introduction for the Local League Study—*“The Role of the Federal Government in Pre K-12
Education.” Ruby provided the attendees with a folder of study materials and outlined the two consensus
discussion meetings to be held on October 12 and October 25. Ruby requested that interested participants
review the material for the study and bring it to the two sessions to be held in October.

At the conclusion of the business portion of the Annual Meeting, Patricia Player and Ruby MacDonald
introduced the Guest Speaker — Professor Rick Mintrop of the UC Berkeley Graduate School of
Education. Professor Mintrop’s interesting presentation helped to provide background for the LWV
National Study of “The Role of the Federal Government in Pre K-12 Education,” which is the focus of
the study sessions in October.

The success of the 2011 Annual Meeting was due to the coordination efforts of Janet Abelson and Patricia
Player; and, as always, we owe a big Thank You! to Jean Lipton for the wonderful table decorations and
flowers.

Report submitted by: Linda Young, LWV WCCC President

Ask M. Paloma Pavel, Ph.D., about the new Earth House publication just out from MIT Press:
Breakthrough Communities: Sustainability and Justice in the Next American Metropolis.
Go to <http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=11800> to order the book.

Breakthrough Communities

5275 Miles Avenue

Oakland, CA 94618

p: 510-652-2425

f: 510-5957295
Connect@EarthHouseCenter.org
www.breakthroughcommunities.info
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The New Metropolis:
Building a Sustainable and Healthy Bay Area in the Age of Global Warming

A film and community engagement event at the Cerrito Theater —
Saturday February 4, 2012 - (9:30 AM to 2:00 PM)

The LWV WCCC is co-sponsoring a film and community dialogue event with the City of El Cerrito
Environmental Quality Committee. This award-winning PBS film, by Torrice Productions,
shares regional stories of building community engagement in response to infrastructure, land use
planning, transportation, and health issues, and inspires a process of community dialog about
environmental quality in the face of global warming. It has been used in over 120 regions across
the country, and is coming to the Bay Area at the Cerrito Theater on February 4. Doors open at
9:30 AM. The program begins at 10 AM with a creative performance and poetry. Then the film will
be shown, followed by an interactive panel with policy experts, elected officials, and community
leaders. We will focus on the theme of how we build sustainable and healthy communities.
Participants will learn about current legislation that will shape our region’s future. How should our
future growth be directed? Come and make your voices heard on such topics as healthy and
accessible food, active living, public transportation, and public safety. Please send any inquiries to
palomapavel@yahoo.com.

The Event: Global warming and the Sustainable Community Strategies process provide an
opportunity for us to come together and imagine new patterns of land use and transportation that
can support healthy communities in El Cerrito, in the East Bay, and the Greater Bay Area region.
The film The New Metropolis was created to support community dialog in the face of change. On
February 4", at the Rialto Cinemas Cerrito Theater, we will watch the film, hear from local leaders,
and participate in a public conversation and community engagement process about the goals and
challenges of creating a sustainable world for present and future generations.

Context: We are living in an unprecedented moment, when landmark Climate Change legislation
(SB 375 — The Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act) requires public participation
and community engagement in many issues that vitally intersect in our communities. Each
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in California is required to submit plans (Sustainable
Community Strategies Plans) which both lower green house gas reductions and meet the
California Air Resources Board’s requirements, and also build the sustainability and resilience of
our communities and our regions. As our regional response, the Association of Bay Area
Governments and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission are inviting us to think and act as
“One Bay Area.” But what does this mean? And how does this impact each of us in our day-to-
day lives? We can all have a voice in exploring the intersection of land use and transportation
planning with the health of our communities, and we can all imagine our preferred future.
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WEBMASTER’S ANNUAL REPORT

The following is from an automatically generated statistics report on the LWV WCCC Web site
(www.lwvwccc.org). The Web site opened on February 2, 2009, and the data below are current to September
26, 2011. The statistics for our Web page do seem to indicate that it is used to a considerable extent for what we
intended, even though some activity appears to be random or accidental. If you have questions, please feel free
to email me using the Webmaster contact in the Web site. All members are invited to peruse and encouraged to
use our Web site. Please feel free to offer suggestions for inclusion of items and for improvement in its current
organization and content.

Successful hits: 34,454 since 2/2/2009. (This number is considerably larger than the number of hits
that can be assigned to visitors who are actually seeking informed citizens’ information; however, the latter
group nevertheless seems to be many thousands (see below).)

Average successful hits per day: 35.

Failed requests: 15,497. (These are from search engine robots like Google that are surveying the
Web and collecting words or terms appearing in new or changed Web sites.)

Data transferred: 611.66 megabytes.

Average data transferred per day: 648.89 kilobytes.

The following data give the number of times visitors to various pages in our Web site used a link on that
page to go to a separate information file. These numbers seem to provide the most information on how
visitors are using the Web site. Here is a sampling of such data: 1,448 requests from the elections page;
1,367 requests from the calendar; 1,154 requests from the current issues page; 608 requests from Other
League Events; 565 requests from the past calendar; 147 requests from the files of the Voter; 125 requests
for more information on one of our Cerrito Theater programs, Who Killed the Electric Car? When visitors
to our Web site got there through a query to a search engine, the eight most common search terms were:
contra>costa>county>of>league>voters>women>west. This selection of terms indicates that most visitors
who arrived at the site by searching were indeed looking for something in the LWV WCCC site and did not
just arrive accidentally.

Bob MacDonald, Webmaster
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