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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

VOTER
P.O. Box 1618
El Cerrito, California 94530
(510) 525-4962

Pat McLaughlin, Editor pro tem
(510) 525-5187
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2007 CALENDAR
	Saturday, October 20th 10:00 am
	General Membership Meeting
Christ Lutheran Church, 780 Ashbury Ave., 
El Cerrito

We are fortunate to hear from Patricia Snyder, Ph. D., RN, chair of Health Care for All Contra Costa, chair of Diablo Valley LWV Health Care Committee and legislative consultant in the Health Care Program of LWV of California.
She will be discussing Evaluation Criteria for Health Care Reform Proposals as this topic has been receiving much attention. Both the state LWV and AAUW have adopted their own Statements of Principles on healthcare reform in Calif​ornia. She will be clarifying what is meant by the various elements of the LWV criteria.
Come at 10 a.m. for coffee or tea, a light treat and socializing. The program starts at 10:20. Information materials will be distributed and time will be provided for you to ask questions. Bring family, friends and neighbors to this timely and important meeting!

	Thursday, November 1st
1:15 pm
	Kensington Unit Meeting. - Home of Pat McLaughlin
39 Stratford Road, Kensington - Phone:  525-5187

	Monday, November 5th
1:15 pm
	Board Meeting 
Location to be announced

	Tuesday, November 20th
11:30 am
	General Membership Meeting – Brown Bag Luncheon
El Cerrito United Methodist Church
6830 Stockton Ave., El Cerrito

National LWV Study on Immigration, Part 1
More information on page 4


Minutes - West Contra Costa County 
League of Women Voters

Board of Directors Meeting – August 27, 2007

Meeting called to order by the President, Linda Young, at 1:25 PM.  There were 7 (seven) Board members present: Linda Young, Betty Brown, Pat Player, Pat McLaughlin, Willa Sudduth, Janet Abelson & Myrtle Braxton.  Bonnie Hamlin and Dorothy Herzberg were also present.  The agenda was reviewed and changes made.
By Laws were distributed.  Members discussed changing the location of the Board meetings.  It was suggested that Supervisor John Gioia’s office be contacted for the October 1, 2007 meeting.  The time must be changed to 1:30 PM since the office is closed from 12:30 until 1:30.  Linda Young will check on arrangements to hold the meeting at an alternate location.
Minutes of July 24, 2007 Board Retreat were approved. The President stated that the minutes of April 4 will be placed in the Board binder.
Treasurer McLaughlin distributed the Board roster.  She stated that there was one new member.  This member was received from National.  A new W9 and a copy of the Board’s insurance were sent to the County to get the funds due the League.  No response or funds received to date.  There is a balance of $2194.80 in the League’s account as of August 27, 2007.
Discussed the Membership Initiative (MRIY 2)  Bonnie Hamlin stated that in order to be part of the Initiative the Board would need one member to be the point person.  A monthly report must be made.  The Initiative starts now and runs through next June.  It was motioned by McLaughlin and seconded by Pat Player that the LWVWCCC proceed on it's own to increase membership.  Motion carried.  Members set a goal of 5% increase in new members.  The members discussed the pending Membership event to be held in November.  Jean Lipton has not heard from Shirley Butt or Jennifer Peck regarding the event.  The exact date of the event will be furnished after contact with Butt/Peck.  Members discussed the Brochure.  Janet Abelson and Pat McLaughlin will work on history of the League to be put in the brochure.  Betty Brown discussed “Health Care for All” and the 365 events.  She stated that the 365 events will be continued with other events.  
Members discussed the status of the League’s Speaker’s Bureau.  No action taken to date. Dorothy stated that she has the names of 5 people willing to make presentations of Pros & Cons when requested.  Volunteers will be solicited at the General Mtg. to become presenters of Pros & Cons.  League needs Pros & Cons information before presentations can be scheduled.  It was suggested that students be used as time keepers at Candidates’ nights.  Janet volunteered to recruit students at El Cerrito High school.
Moved by Pat McLaughlin, seconded by Janet Abelson that the League not take part in the election in Pinole, if an election is held.  Motion carried.

Willa Sudduth will be in charge of the logistics at the General meeting on September 18 at the El Cerrito UMC.  Pat Player said that the church will furnish cups, napkins, sugar and cream.  The League should provide coffee and tea.   Rev. Phil Lawson from “Just Immigration” will be the speaker.  Bonnie Hamlin advised the League that they should tell the attendees that the speaker does not represent the League as the League has not taken a stand on this issue at this time.  She said that the WCCC League should have a consensus meeting of the members before February regarding the Immigration issue.  It was suggested that the November and December meetings be used for this purpose.
Members were encouraged to attend the Regional workshop on September 29th.  Members discussed the October 20 General Membership meeting which will be held in coordination with the AAUW.  The LWV will coordinate with the AAUW contact (Pat Player) to provide refreshments at the October 20th meeting.  Willa Sudduth and Pat McLaughlin will partner to present the National pros and cons on Immigration issue.
The two General meetings to hold study sessions on Immigration scheduled as follows:  First - November 20 at 11:30 AM at the El Cerrito United Methodist Church.  Second – December 18th at 11:30 AM at El Cerrito United Methodist Church
Next Board meeting will be held on October 1, 2007, place and time to be announced.
Meeting adjourned at 3:25 by President
Submitted by Acting Secretary Myrtle Braxton

Minutes - League of Women Voters 
West Contra Costa County

Board of Directors’ Meeting – October 1, 2007

The meeting was called to order by President Linda Young at 1:25 pm.  In attendance:  Linda Young, Janet Abelson, Joan Bartulivich, Myrtle Braxton, Betty Brown, Pat McLaughlin, Jean Lipton, Willa Sudduth.  Bonnie Hamlin was also in attendance. Minutes of the August 27, 2007 meeting were approved without corrections.

Treasurer’s Report:  No new members in this last month.  The County paid the $2,500 due to the WCCCLWV for the “Adopt-A-Box” Voter Registration Form Distribution project.  The treasury balance as of September 29, 2007 is $3,901.62.  Jean Lipton was asked to send welcome letters to new members.

The group discussed the joint meeting with the AAUW to be held at the Christ Lutheran Church, on the corner of Stockton and Ashbury Streets on October 20, 2007 at 11:00 am.  

Dorothy Herzberg is working to establish the League’s Speakers Bureau.  Dorothy is working with Pat Player on this project.  Dorothy and Pat will plan to use the local High School students to assist with the Pro & Con presentations as well as the Candidate night activities.

The group discussed the National League’s Immigration Study results.  Pat McLaughlin will check the National web site for updated information.  President Young will make copies of the information furnished by Pat McLaughlin to be distributed at the two General Membership meetings on Immigration scheduled for November 20 and December 18th at the El Cerrito United Methodist Church at 11:30 am.

Pat McLaughlin and Janet Abelson will publish the Voter newsletter to be mailed in October.

The League was invited to attend the WCCUSD’s Parent Resource Conference on October 2, 2007.  League members can not attend this event as it is in conflict with the joint meeting with the AAUW.  President Young will send copies of the new WCCC LWV brochure to this event.

The League’s social event which was planned for November 2007 will be rescheduled in the spring.  The event planning will take place after the holidays.  Jean Lipton reported that she has recruited 2 new members to monitor the Adopt-A-Box (voter registration forms box).  Betty Brown reported on the status of AB8 (Nunez/Perata’s bill) for Health Care.  The League opposes AB8 and has endorsed the Universal Health Care Bill.

Janet Abelson distributed draft copies of the new WCCC Chapter brochure.  Members edited the brochure.  Janet stated that the brochure will be ready the October 20 meeting.  Members discussed the current Chapter Telephone situation.  It was decided to disconnect the current phone number and use a number which is located at Janet Abelson’s home.  The new number is 510-525-4962.

The Bay Area League Day will be held on February 22, 2008.  Location and time TBA.  The next meeting of the Board will be held on November 5, 2007.  Location TBA.

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 am.

Submitted by Acting Secretary Myrtle Braxton  

West Contra Costa County 
League of Women Voters

Report on General Membership Meeting - 
September 18, 2007
On Tuesday, September 18th twelve members of the WCCC LWV gathered to hear a discussion of “Just Immigration” by the Rev. Phil Lawson (retired).  Reverend Lawson provided background information on the Just and Compassionate Immigration Policy for the State/Nation.  The project’s goal is to Promote Social and Economic Justice for All. 

Reverend Lawson’s discussion covered the history of Immigration as well as the challenges and roadblocks which have been thrown in the path of African Americans and Latinos in the United States.

The WCCC LWV chapter would like to express its sincere appreciate to Reverend Lawson for his time and energy to bring this issue to our attention.
New LWVWCCC Information
We have established a new phone number for our group which will be answered: 
(510) 525-4962
And a new Email address: 
info@lwvwccc.org
Now we need a Website.  If you are interested in helping out with the project, please contact Pat McLaughlin - 525-5187 
no experience needed.


November 20th and December 18th   General Meetings will be devoted to the LWV National Study on Immigration
A Complex issue that Affects All of Us

Immigration is an emotional issue with many points of view. League members and leaders will explore the underlying values and principles regarding immigration, reasons for immigration, current federal immigration policy, and the impact of immigration in American society. Other related topics covered will include:
· Business and economic effects and impact
· Diversity
· Effects of global interdependence on migration
· Motivation of refugees, asylees and other immigrants 
LWVUS is concluding a two-year study and has prepared excellent background papers that can be found at: http://www.lwv.org. In the left hand column look for Immigration Policy and click on: "Follow our Study and Get Educated" to find the eight position papers:

▪ Immigration Policy: Family Reunification 

▪ What Motivates Immigration to America? 

▪ Federal Immigration Policy: Enforcement Issues 

▪ Immigration: Diversity and Inclusion 

▪ Effects Of Global Interdependence On Migration 

▪ Economic Aspects of Authorized and Unauthorized Immigration 

▪ Immigration and the Economy 

▪ Overview: Federal Immigration Policy and Proposed Reforms 

  LWVUS has also prepared four Studies   and published them in the National Voter.  We are printing the first two for you to consider in preparation for the November Meeting.


Consensus Questions in Brief
(Courtesy of Piedmont LWV)

1.  What criteria should Federal immigration laws consider?
2.  How should unauthorized immigrants currently in the US be treated?
3.  How should Federal immigration law provide an efficient, system for legal entry into the US? 
4a. Should the Government include a National Identification Card for all persons residing in the US? 
4b. How should Federal immigration law deal with unauthorized immigrants? 
5.  How should Federal immigration law deal with the financial benefits and financial costs of immigrants? 
6.  How should Federal immigration law be coordinated with foreign policy?
*********

Please plan on joining us for an interesting and informative discussion, and the formation of consensus on these questions, if any consensus exists.  The policy on immigration for LWVUS will be based on the outcome of these consensus meetings throughout the country so your participation is important.

Photos Needed
We would like photos of our LWV activities for use with the new membership brochure.  Pictures such as the 4th of July table, the outing to Rosie the Riveter, rally in support of Health Care for All, photos of us moderating a candidates’ night, or presenting pros & cons, or the adopt-a-box activity, or anything else that could represent our activities.  Please call Janet Abelson, 525-7709 if you can help.
Study Brief #1

Global Interdependence and Migration

According to a National Intelligence Estimate, globalization is stimulating migration with significant implications for the U.S. Expanding international trade, finance, investment and information flows are accentuating economic insecurity and migration pressures. Migration pressures on the U.S. and within the Americas region are expected to continue to rise in the next decade. Despite strong economic prospects in Mexico, the disparities in living standards, increased demand for labor in the U.S. and immigration reunification laws will sustain Mexico as the single largest source of authorized and unauthorized immigration to the U.S.

Remittances

The flow of remittances (the transfer of money by foreign workers to their families and communities in their home countries) from the U.S. has reached record amounts and represents a major source of income for millions of individuals and communities. According to an Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) study, Latin American households receive $60 billion annually from remittances worldwide, more than these countries receive in aid from the U.S. and from institutions such as the World Bank. Remitted funds have a positive impact on the development and welfare of countries receiving the funds. The money foreign- born workers send home is mainly used to cover basic necessities. For example, about 8 percent of remitted funds in Oaxaca, Mexico, is spent on business startups or investments, while 92 percent goes to meet daily needs. Remittances improve access to education and health care for families in immigrants’ home countries and help banks finance imports from the U.S., offsetting country trade deficits (where imports exceed exports).

U.S. Policies

U.S. agricultural policies, e.g., farm subsidies, have resulted in unexpected consequences, including an increase in unauthorized immigration. Subsidies have allowed U.S. farmers to sell corn at prices below cost. Corn is the centerpiece of the Mexican diet, and, according to a 2003 Oxfam briefing paper, the Mexican corn sector was being displaced by subsidized low-cost corn imports from the U.S. Thus, millions of Mexicans, unable to make a living in Mexico, emigrated to escape rural poverty. Current heightened interest in alternative fuel for automobiles means things are changing; corn-based ethanol production in the U.S. has increased, driving up corn prices as well as exports. Consequently, feedstock and tortilla prices have risen, hurting the pocketbook of many Mexicans. On the other hand, rising corn prices benefit Mexican corn growers. 

Employment Issues

Pressure to emigrate will continue if many new working-age people entering the job market in developing countries fail to find work. According to a National Intelligence Estimate, Mexico’s new job creation rate is 700,000, while the number of new workers entering the Mexican market is nearly one million annually. Mexico also has a brain drain - nearly a third of all Mexicans with advanced degrees leave Mexico for the U.S. Global competition to attract foreign graduate students to universities is growing. In 1989, American universities awarded twice the number of PhDs granted by Asian countries. According to a July 2006 Migration Policy Institute study, by 2001, the gap had closed putting the U.S. in more competition for the highly skilled workers needed to fill U.S. jobs. Immigration policy affecting highskilled workers becomes increasingly important as the competition for highskilled labor increases around the world. Ease of employment-linked permanent residency is a factor that can facilitate or deter immigration to the U.S.

Solutions

Robert Pastor, Director of the Center for North American Studies at American University, concludes that narrowing the income gap between Mexico, the U.S. and Canada is the only way to stop the flow of migrants. He supports the proposed North American Investment Fund, funded by Mexico, the U.S. and Canada, which would be used to build highways, roads and broadband internet lines in southern Mexico to connect it to North America. The effort would not stop illegal immigration, but is projected to double Mexico’s growth rate and reduce the income gap with the U.S. by 20 percent in a decade. Tamar Jacoby (Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec. 2006) points out that immigrant influx is the product of changing U.S. demographics, global development and increasingly easy international communications. Pressures to emigrate from developing countries will remain intense, fueled by poverty, lack of jobs, population growth and political instability. At the same time, globalization increases access to information about lifestyles and opportunities in industrialized countries. The global integration of the labor market for both highly skilled and unskilled workers is also a continuing trend. Immigration laws and policies need to take into account these realities, along with the effect of other laws and policies such as farm subsidies and NAFTA.

This brief is based on the LWVUS Immigration Study Committee background paper, “Effects of Global Interdependence on Migration” by Dorrit Marks. The paper (including full citations of sources) is available at www.lwv.org. 
Study Brief # 2
Immigration: Impact on U.S. Economy 
Historically, immigrants have come to this country for a variety of reasons, but economic opportunity has always been a major draw. And, the U.S. economy has not disappointed. It has accommodated an expanding labor supply that today includes 1.5 million immigrants per year whose spending on housing and consumer goods helps stimulate the economy and increase the demand for still more labor. 

Workforce Shortfall

At a time when a "baby boomer" decrease is anticipated in the workforce, economists expect demand to create millions of new jobs. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 56 million new jobs will be created in this country between 2002 and 2012. During this same period, more than 75 million Americans will retire, and declining native-born fertility rates will be approaching replacement level. Various interests consider new immigrants a necessary labor source to meet this shortfall. 

Costs and Benefits

Immigrants have had a profound impact on company creation, economic innovation and market value in the U.S. A PRNewswire article (November 15, 2006) reported that over the past 15 years, immigrants founded one of every four U.S. public companies that received venture capital. Forty-seven percent of current venture-backed companies in the U.S. have immigrant founders. Nearly half of the immigrant entrepreneurs surveyed came to the U.S. as students and started their own businesses within 12 years of entering the country. According to a Migration Policy Institute publication, Immigration and America's Future: A New Chapter, the number of Hispanic-owned businesses has grown at three times the national average, while the number of Asian-owned businesses has grown at twice the national average. 

Furthermore, the negative effect of authorized and unauthorized immigrants on public-sector budgets is small. Immigrant workers pay into social insurance programs, lessening strains on social assistance for the elderly. Many unauthorized workers use false ID numbers and pay Social Security taxes but are ineligible to receive benefits. Less than three percent of immigrants receive food stamps. Unauthorized workers support local school districts through property taxes, indirectly as renters or directly as homeowners. 

Taxes paid to the federal government and increased macroeconomic productivity result in a net benefit to the country as a whole from immigrants.   However, studies indicate that costs and benefits are not evenly allocated locally. Communities face demands for costly services from immigrants, particularly in education and health care, which are not offset by tax income. But this type of financial burden is applicable to all low-income, uninsured populations--unauthorized, authorized and native-born. As Tamar Jacoby notes (Foreign Affairs, Nov./Dec. 2006), the additional state tax burden per native household is, on average, no more than a couple of hundred dollars a year. 

Perceived Problems

Opponents of immigration often suggest that if employers paid American workers more, they could reduce the need for foreign labor. However, many industries cannot pay more, because they would be undercut by imports from abroad. Even in sectors such as construction and hospitality, where the work must be done in the U.S., companies must decide whether it is better to lure Americans to jobs that require lower skills than those that they possess by paying more for less-skilled work. Meanwhile, because they complement rather than compete with most native-born workers (this, in turn, attracts additional capital), immigrant workers are a factor in raising rather than lowering most American wages. 

For the past decade, market forces have attracted 1.5-1.8 million skilled and unskilled immigrants to work in the U.S. each year. However, annual legal quotas admitted only about a million immigrants, resulting in a significant imbalance. A realistic immigration system would make the annual legal intake more or less equal to the flow generated by supply and demand. The U.S. currently issues 5,000 visas per year to year-round unskilled workers, while 400,000-500,000 additional such workers are needed to keep the economy growing. 

Disaster or Inconvenience

A legitimate way to assess the role and value of immigrants' contribution to America is to consider what would happen if the influx stopped or if those already here left the country. Proponents of comprehensive reform ("bring in more workers") believe this would be disastrous. In some regions, they contend, whole sectors of the economy could collapse. Opponents maintain that a cut-off would mean, at most, a temporary inconvenience for a few employers, who would soon wean themselves away from their dependence on foreign workers. Whichever path is chosen, there is one certainty: the consequences will affect everyone. 

This brief is based on two LWVUS Immigration Study Committee background papers, "Immigration and the Economy" by Chris Carson and "Economic Aspects of Authorized and Unauthorized Immigration" by Dorrit Marks. These papers, including full citations of sources, are available at http://www.lwv.org.
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