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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

VOTER
P.O. Box 1618

Tel: (510) 525-4962
El Cerrito, California 94530

Email: Info@LWVWCCC.org

Pat McLaughlin, Editor pro tem
(510) 525-5187
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2009 CALENDAR
	Tuesday, February 17th
11:30am
	General Meeting

"Effects of the economic malaise upon local government budgets"

Speaker will be Earl Hamlin, retired investment banking financial analyst.
Lunch provided - RSVP:  Jean Lipton – 525-8155

El Cerrito United Methodist Church

6830 Stockton Ave., El Cerrito

	
	

	Sunday, March 1st 
2:00 pm
	"Thirst"
A documentary film by Berkeley Filmmakers Alan Snitow and Deborah Kaufman
Is the world's water a commodity to be bought and sold and distributed by multinational corporations, or is it a human right?

Cerrito Theater, 10070 San Pablo Ave., EL Cerrito

	Monday, March 2nd
1:30 pm
	Board Meeting at Offices of Supervisor John Gioia
11780 San Pablo Ave., Suite D, El Cerrito

	Saturday, March 21st
11:30 am
	General Meeting – Bag Lunch
Study and consensus discussion on National Popular Vote Compact 

El Cerrito United Methodist Church
6830 Stockton Ave, El Cerrito

	Wednesday, April 1st
1:15 pm
	Kensington Unit Meeting - Home of Lita Fries
28 Camelot Ct., Kensington, 527-4240

	Monday, April 6th
1:30 pm
	Board Meeting, Offices of Supervisor John Gioia
11780 San Pablo Ave., Suite D, El Cerrito


February General Membership Meeting

11:30 am. Tuesday, February 17th
Luncheon provided RSVP: Jean Lipton - 525-8155
El Cerrito United Methodist Church

Earl Hamlin will discuss the effects of the economic malaise upon local government budgets.  Mr. Hamlin is a retired investment banking financial analyst.  He served 12 years on the Alameda County Planning Commission (a California Planning Commissioner of the Year in 2001); served on Oakland's Blue Ribbon Commission on Affordable Housing; and is a former treasurer of the Chabot Space & Science Center.

********

Coming Attraction – "Thirst"
A documentary Film by Alan Snitow and Deborah Kaufman

Sunday, March 1, 2009

Cerrito Theater, 10070 San Pablo Ave. El Cerrito
Plus: A public discussion led by the filmmakers delving into a range of 
environmental issues, including: How is the new Obama administration 
doing in addressing our pressing environmental concerns?
Is the world's water a commodity, to be bought and sold and controlled by multinational corporations? Or is it a human right?  In "Thirst," their 2004, hour-long, award-winning documentary, Snitow and Kaufman show how activists in Stockton, Cochabamba and India are all thinking globally but acting locally by fighting against the corporate takeover of their local water systems.  
Over a billion people lack access to safe drinking water. Each year, millions of children die of diseases caused by unsafe water. The numbers are increasing.  
But the film is about much more than water. It asks the questions: Who should control the earth's resources and what are these resources for? Maximum profit? Or for the benefit of all? Behind these questions is another: Can the earth survive if the profit motive is all?
"After seeing 'Thirst,' it will be hard to ever take water for granted," the San Francisco Chronicle wrote in a rave review that had the paper's Little Man critic leaping out of his seat!
********

Saturday, March 21 General Meeting

Brown bag lunch – 11:30 am

El Cerrito United Methodist Church

The meeting will be our discussion and study consensus on the National Popular Vote Compact Proposal
The National Popular Vote Compact proposal offers a method of achieving the result of election of the President by popular vote without amending the Constitution to eliminate the Electoral College. Instead, this method uses the mechanism of the Electoral College to ensure that the candidate who receives the most popular votes is elected President of the United States. 
Under the proposed legislation to enact the National Popular Vote Compact, all of the state’s electoral votes would be awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. The bill would take effect only when enacted, in identical form, by states possessing a majority of the electoral votes—that is, enough electoral votes to elect a President (270 of 538.)

The NPV Compact proposal is predicated upon the portion of the United States Constitution which states: “Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors…”

Please read and familiarize yourselves with the background, support and opposition articles below to prepare for the study consensus meeting on March 21st.

Background for the National Popular Vote Compact
The League has a long-standing position in support of the direct election of the president by popular vote. Now, League members have the opportunity to consider whether to support the National Popular Vote Compact (NPV Compact) as a viable process to achieve that result. The NPV Compact would avoid the need for a constitutional amendment abolishing the Electoral College (EC), and would assure that the individual receiving the most votes would become president. 
The NPV Compact proposal uses the mechanism of the EC. States that legislatively enact the NPV Compact would agree that their state electors would vote for the individual that received the most votes nationwide. Thus, the popular vote count from all 50 states and the District of Columbia would be added together. State elections officials in all states participating would award their electoral votes to the presidential candidate who receives the largest number of popular votes. 

This alternative method of assigning a state's EC votes would take effect only when enacted by states collectively possessing a majority of the electoral votes. This 270-vote threshold also corresponds essentially to states representing a majority of the people of the United States. 

The plan includes procedural provisions to help assure smooth functioning of the agreement – conditions that deal with states deciding to withdraw from the Compact at the last moment, enforcement issues and recounts.  

Currently four states have passed legislation to enact the NPV Compact. There are pros and cons to this plan, which are discussed in full in papers found on the LWVUS Web site. Summaries of these papers are also available. League members can learn more about the plan from these sources and consider its ramifications at consensus meetings across the country. Be sure to participate! Who better than the League to be ready to speak to this good-government issue?

Support for the National Popular Vote Compact
Because the League already supports direct election of the president, arguments against the Electoral College (EC) are not included in the material supporting the National Popular Vote Compact (NPV Compact).
Constitutional Issues The NPV Compact is a way to assure that every person's vote counts equally and that the person receiving the most votes is the winner of the presidency. The same result would be achieved by constitutional amendment but the U.S. Constitution is difficult to amend. The NPV Compact is a viable way to attain the same goal as amending the Constitution to eliminate the EC.

A constitutional amendment is not needed to effectuate the NPV Compact because states already have the right to implement changes in how electors are appointed. 

The NPV Compact is a compact between states—a method of concerted state action that has long been sanctioned by the Constitution and the courts.  

Evaluating Fairness A candidate can be elected president by receiving the most electoral votes even though he or she did not receive the most popular votes. This is not a result voters expect or desire. As election campaigns are now waged, major emphasis and resources are concentrated in key EC battleground states because that is where elections are won or lost. The NPV Compact would eliminate the emphasis on battleground states and would be more apt to assure campaign strategies that appeal to a broad spectrum of the electorate which would foster greater voter participation. 

The argument that the plan would negatively impact states' rights is countered by poll results showing that most voters want their individual vote to count, rather than allotting them to electors representing the state as a whole. 

Any claim that the NPV Compact is an unprecedented disregard for the U.S. Constitution ignores the reality that voting rights have been changed through state action many time. Women's suffrage, for example, was instituted by twenty states before passage of the constitutional amendment that made the right universal.
Mechanical Considerations Those opposed to the NPV Compact cite mechanical issues that might lead the NPV to fail, but the Compact includes provisions that address issues of enforcement, winning levels and recounts.

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act and the NPV Compact are in harmony, assuring equality of votes throughout the United States.

League Issues Opponents say that the NPV Compact conflicts with the League's support of uniform voting standards. Supporters of the Compact advocate its passage in all states, which would result in uniform voting standards. It is true that the NPV Compact could be in effect for an interlude when not all states had signed on to it. The same could be demonstrated for other laws, such as the Equal Rights Amendment. Nonetheless, it must be remembered that uniform voting standards are not now in effect. The NPV Compact could help assure that every vote would be counted equally. 

Further, implementation of a method which assures direct election of the president by popular vote is in keeping with the League's long-held position. 

***********

Opposition to the National Popular Vote Compact
There is little respect for the Electoral College (EC). The League opposes it and most voters want a direct popular vote. But is the National Popular Vote Compact (NPV Compact) an appropriate way to achieve that result?
Evaluating Fairness Voters supporting the candidate who receives the majority of votes in their state want their state's electors to support their choice. Adoption of the NPV Compact may require a state elections official to direct its state's electors to cast their ballots in support of a candidate who was not favored by the voters of that state. 

Passage of the NPV Compact will result in the emphasis of presidential campaigns shifting from the battleground states to areas of large concentrations of population. So, while some voters are disenfranchised by the EC, others might be disenfranchised by the NPV Compact. Because the Compact requires entry into a contract with other states which binds state elections officials to direct electors to vote in a certain way, regardless of the outcome of the election in their state, states' rights are diminished. 

In addition, one can question the advisability of a method that bypasses the normal constitutional amendment process in this manner.

Constitutional Issues  Many constitutional scholars argue that this plan will lead to extensive litigation involving challenges to the NVP Compact on issues such as the scope of constitutional powers, the Compact itself, the need for congressional approval, the concerns of non-compacting states, and constitutional protections of state interests and their role in elections. 

Mechanical Issues/Flaws The methods for enforcement of this plan are unclear. Opponents question the power and timing to withdraw from the Compact and the power to enforce compliance.

Others express concern about an onslaught of lawsuits between compacting and non-compacting states, as well as procedures in close elections.  

The plan, allowing the election of a president by a plurality of votes, does not improve on the current system; neither the present system nor the NPV Compact requires that the president be elected by a majority. 

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act requires pre-clearance for legislative changes. This, too, has the capacity to engender lawsuits to ensure compliance.

League Issues This proposal does nothing to achieve the goal of uniform standards of voting. The NPV Compact is effective when passed by states representing 270 electoral votes, effectively negating the impact on presidential elections of the voters in states which represent the other half of electoral votes. A system which assures no voter disenfranchisement is a better way to assure that every person's vote counts. 

The League has long supported the abolition of the EC. Although the NPV Compact purports to foster the same result, it creates additional concerns. Amending the U.S. Constitution is a difficult process, and we should seriously consider supporting the normal amendment procedures to abolish the EC versus this specific "work-around."
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Health Care – Meetings and training

HEALTH CARE ACTIVISM TRAINING

7:00pm March 6th & 10:00 am March 7th 

President Obama has called on all Americans to become involved in shaping the future of their country.  An opportunity for community members to become more informed and involved in health care reform is being planned for the East Bay in early March.  The event is sponsored by Health Care for All- Contra Costa, Hillside Community Church, the El Cerrito Democratic Club and the Green Party of El Cerrito.   “We’re planning this training on healthcare activism for the community,” say planners of the event, “because currently discussions are being held in both Washington and Sacramento about major changes in the system that will affect all citizens.  It is crucial that citizens advocate for a system that is best for all involved.”   

The training will be held on Friday, March 6th from 7 – 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 7th, from 10:00 – 4:00 p.m., at the Hillside Community Church, 1422 Navellier St in El Cerrito.  The planners hope to attract anyone who wants to become more informed about healthcare reform as well as people interested in recruiting and training others to become more informed and involved.

The seven and a half hour program will begin with a brief presentation by County Supervisor, John Gioia, on the merits of Single Payer Healthcare reform.  The program will then include analysis of healthcare systems in other countries, as portrayed in “Sick around the World.” The rest of the program   will be based on the highly regarded “Visions and Voices” curriculum, developed by an interfaith coalition of churches.  A $5 donation is requested but no one will be turned away.  Snacks, Saturday lunch and handouts will be included.  To RSVP or to get directions, community members are asked to call (510) 526-0972.  


The League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 

Presents

HEALTH CARE CRISIS IN CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
No money, no new reform, demand growing daily 

Dr. William Walker, Director Contra Costa Health Dept. 
and Jessica Rothaar, Bay Area Budget Coalition, and Health Access

Monday, March 30, 2009 - 7:00 – 9:00pm

Unitarian Church, 55 Eckley Lane

Walnut Creek - Children's’ Chapel

Open to the Public

National and state budget shortfalls do have local consequences.  Whether we get our health care needs met through private sources and job-related health insurance or through Medicare or MediCal we are in critical times. All of us in Contra Costa County need to be aware of the stresses imposed on our county health system as revenues dwindle or are delayed, and more residents lose their jobs and their health coverage. Taxes are one financial support for the county health department. As demand increases, will the system continue to give effective access to people who need health services? 

Co-sponsors: 
League of Women Voters - West County

Health Care for All – Contra Costa
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League meeting with Congress Representative Ellen Tauscher

On behalf of the League, Janet Abelson and others me with Ellen Tauscher's Administrative Assistant Ms. Jennifer Barton and asked for Ms. Tauscher's views on the following questions.  Ms. Tauscher's written replies are printed below.
Questions:

1.  What should the federal government do to ensure that every American has health coverage?

2. Do you support legislation to set a declining cap on greenhouse gas emissions, based on the best-available science, in order to combat global climate change?

3. What will you do to help reduce the level of partisanship at the federal level that has blocked progress on a number of important national issues in recent years?

4.  Additional comments or statements from the Member of Congress or staff:

Ms. Tauscher's reply:

It was a pleasure to receive your comments and questions on some of the most important issues of our times; Healthcare Reform, Combating Global Climate Change and Reducing Partisanship at the Federal Level.  As a follow-up to your meeting in my Walnut Creek office last week, I welcome the opportunity to further share my views on these topics.

· Healthcare Reform

Like the League of Women Voters, I know that we must make health care equitable, affordable, and accessible for all.

Currently, our nation's health care apparatus does not properly serve millions of American families.  Approximately 47 million people in our country are uninsured. Of the insured Americans, many do not have adequate coverage. We are failing to fulfill one of our most basic responsibilities: to build a health care system in which regular Americans can afford quality health insurance that covers the treatments and therapies they need.

Americans need comprehensive benefits that are affordable and that cover a wide variety of services, from preventive treatments to care for serious illness. Americans deserve the option to choose from a wide range of providers.  Combining the distinctly American emphasis on freedom and choice with the imperative to strengthen our country's social safety net, we   must build on our current system to fashion a new promise of quality, affordable health care for everyone in this country.

I am excited to work with my friend Tom Daschle, who President-elect Obama has tapped to hold both the new position of White House health czar and Secretary of Health and Human Services.  Mr. Daschle's has some exciting ideas that I look forward to working with him on: 
· A Federal Health Board to get you and your doctor better information 

· On prescription drugs so you can choose what drugs fit your needs and budget.

· Create a public insurer to compete with private insurance options, 

· Hold down costs, and improve care.

· In addition, the Obama Administration plans to organize some eighty five hundred citizen health care meetings to gather suggestions to make health care better. 

· Combating Global Climate Change

Over the past several years, it has become clear that we must seek energy diversification, and we can only achieve this by pursuing alternative energy sources.  Our country needs a new energy policy that includes robust domestic, renewable energy sources like wind, solar, geothermal, and biomass. 

I believe the Obama Administration and Democratic Congress will provide the substantive leadership needed to curb our country's contribution to global warming.  You will be pleased to know that in the coming weeks I will be introducing the "Clean, Low-Emission, Affordable, New Transportation Efficiency Act" (CLEAN-TEA).  These bill reserves 10% of the auction revenue from a theoretical global warming cap-and-trade bill for transportation projects that reduce greenhouse gas emission by reducing vehicle miles traveled. 

The Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, of which I am a member, has a historic opportunity to address the transportation sector's contribution to climate change.  Transportation currently contributes 30% of the nation's emissions, and in California, it is closer to 40%.  

Accordingly, I believe reducing the transportation sector's greenhouse gas emission is important to addressing climate change and the CLEAN-TEA bill will make long strides toward that end.

We must work efficiently and cooperatively to facilitate the development of new technologies and reduction of greenhouse gasses.  California is the twelfth-largest producer of greenhouse gases in the world, with the United States being the single greatest energy consumer in the world.  

Progressive efforts to curb pollution are needed and I will continue to work to promote solutions that protect our environment, our economy and our nation's security. 

· Bipartisanship

As you know, I recently attended a town hall meeting in the community of Rossmoor in Walnut Creek.  I worked very hard to enlist the assistance of the Republican and Democratic leadership in that community to host and moderate the town hall meeting.  It was a great success and I hope to duplicate the experience throughout my district.  I know that some folks back in Washington could learn from the bipartisan nature of that meeting.  

In these current times of economic difficulty and international crises, a true effort at bipartisan solutions is essential, and it begins with gestures like this.  I have always and will continue to work with my colleagues across the aisle and am very pleased that President-Elect is taking the lead on setting a high standard of bipartisanship.

____________________
Thank you for all that you do in our communities to keep the voice of politics and government affairs on a civil and even tone.

Sincerely,

Ellen O. Tauscher

Member of Congress

*****************************************

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SUMMARY OF Meeting
NOVEMBER 3, 2008
Treasurer’s Report:  Account balance at $7,200.32 after all bills paid for the reporting period.  One new member (from Hercules) joined the WCCC Chapter.  All LWVUS and LWVC PMP payments are current.

Pat McLaughlin will work with Janet Abelson as a subcommittee to review a “Scholarship/School Activity” program to support WCCC young people (High School and Community College).

Discussion Items:  The group discussed the value of the PRO/CON presentation and booklets.  Willa Sudduth has a DVD copy of the “Engage Her” presentation which might be helpful in determining how to reach out into the community prior to the next election.  

The Board discussed the Membership meeting on November 22, 2008.  The event will be held at the (new) El Cerrito City Hall which is a Green and environmentally well constructed facility.  The event will highlight the activities of El Cerrito and is open to the public.

Under other business Bob MacDonald reported on the progress of the Website.  Members need to forward information to Bob to be included.
****************************************
LWV West Contra Costa County

Board Meeting Summary Minutes

December 8, 2008

Treasurers Report:  Account balance as of November 30, 2008 is $7,068.53.  No outstanding PMP due.  Board issued a Thank You to Jean Lipton for all her work on the Voter Registration Boxes which are the basis for fundraising activities.

Critique of November 22, 2008 Membership event at the New-GREEN- El Cerrito City Hall:  Attendance was sparse, need more members to support activities and bring their friends, this is especially important for events which are held on the weekend or evening events.  The promotion flyer for the event was excellent and a telephone tree was in place to remind members of the event.  The Program Vice President Robert MacDonald will be considering other ways to inform the community of our events.  The website should be of great help in getting the notice of activities out to the community.

Flyers for the Bay Area League Day were distributed.  Participation was encouraged; this is a great venue to catch up on all the Bay Area LWV activities.

The Program Vice President Robert MacDonald is interested in hearing feedback on proposed Membership meetings which include events to discuss the National Popular Vote, the Climate Change issues and a Book Club.

Betty Brown gave an update on the SB840 activities.  Betty stated that the group Health Care for All will continue to focus on the passage of a Single Payer platform.  The group OneCare is now known as Single Payer Reform.
State League Convention will be held in Long Beach May 15 to 17, WCCC LWV Board President will be checking with Board Members and General Membership to determine who will be able to attend to represent the West Contra Costa region.

The next LWV WCCC Board meeting will be held on at 1:30 pm on January 5, 2009.  The meeting will be held at the office of Supervisor John Gioia, on San Pablo Avenue at the Del Norte Mall two blocks from the Del Norte BART Station in El Cerrito.  

*****************************************

LWVWCCC BOARD MINUTES


January 5, 2009

 Treasurer’s Report:  Pat McLaughlin was not able to attend the meeting.

Programs:  

1) January 20th Membership was cancelled due to the activities taking place on Election Day.  Next event will be scheduled on February 17th; the speaker will be Earl Hamlin who will speak on the implications of the economic situation for local government.  Jean Lipton will be hostess for this event and will provide lunch for LWV WCCC Chapter members and their guests.

2) The issue of the National Popular Vote will be a topic for an upcoming Membership meeting.

3) March 1:  LWV will sponsor a free showing of documentary “Thirst” at the Cerrito Theater in El Cerrito followed by discussion with Director David Weinstein, of the documentary.  This event will be open to the general public.  Motion by Janet Abelson, seconded and passed that LWV WCCC Chapter provides Membership VP Bob MacDonald $200 to promote the event and pay the honorarium for Director Weinstein.
Action:

1) Moved (Janet Abelson), seconded (Myrtle Braxton) and passed that only a summary of the minutes be published in the Voter.

2) The LWVWCCC Chapter has noted the need for a table display/banner for events.  Motion by Janet Abelson, seconded (Willa Sudduth) and passed that up to $200 be appropriated for tabling kit; which includes LWV banner, table cloth, and table.  President Linda Young will research issue.

Discussion:

1) Website: Bob MacDonald will send link to website to those who have email, requesting review of website.  The contact information of officers will be included on the website.  
2) There will be a legislative meeting with Ellen Tauscher’s aide, Jennifer Barton.  Janet Abelson and Jean Lipton will be attending with the LWV Diablo Valley Chapter.

******************************************

Our Thanks to Adopt-a-Box Volunteers
The League of Women Voters Board of Directors of West Contra Costa County would like to thank the volunteers who generously gave of their time to the Adopt-a-Box Program this past year.   The following members provided voter registration materials to over 60 sites this past year:

Janet Abelson

Betty Coates

Chris Caldwell

Marilyn Langlois

Robert Macdonald

Alan Miller

Pat Player

Linda Young

Any members interested in this ongoing program should please call Jean Lipton, coordinator at 510-525-8155.
*****************************************
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