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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

VOTER
P.O. Box 1618

Tel: (510) 525-4962
El Cerrito, California 94530

Email: Info@LWVWCCC.org

Pat McLaughlin, Editor pro tem
(510) 525-5187
FEBRUARY 2008/MARCH 2008 CALENDAR
	Tuesday, February 26th
11:30 am
	Board Committee Meeting – Brown Bag Luncheon
El Cerrito United Methodist Church
6830 Stockton Ave., El Cerrito
Study and propose recommendations for revisions to LWVWCCC support positions.  General Membership welcome.

	
	

	NOTE
	March is Dues Month for everyone except thiose who joined mid-year 2007.  Thos members will receive a pro-rated dues amount.

	Monday, March 3rd
1:15 pm
	Board Meeting at Central Perk

10086 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito

	Wednesday, March 5th
10:00 am
	Kensington Unit Meeting. - Home of Sheila Lichtman
21 Camelot Court - Phone:  (510) 527-1332

	
	

	Tuesday, March 18th
11:30am
	General Membership Meeting– Brown Bag Luncheon
El Cerrito United Methodist Church
6830 Stockton Ave., El Cerrito

Discussion of proposed Local Support positions for LWVWCCC League – to be voted on at annual meeting..

	
	

	Tuesday, April 15th
11:30am
	ANNUAL MEETING – SAVE THE DATE
Denny's Restaurant
11344 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito

Dr. Bruce Harter, Superintendent of Schools, WCCCUSD will speak


LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 7, 2008
Meeting called to order at 1:30 PM by President, Linda Young.  Board Members Present: Pat Player, Willa Sudduth, Pat McLaughlin, Jean Lipton, Linda Young, Betty Brown, Jean Bartoluvich, Janet Abelson, Myrtle Braxton.  LWV member Bob MacDonald.  Guest Bonnie Hamlin.

Additions made to Agenda.  Motioned -Player, second-McLaughlin that minutes of November 5, 2007 be approved.  Motion carried.  Motion-Player, second-McLaughlin that minutes of December 3, 2007 be approved with following correction: The LWVWCCC will not provide sponsorship for the Pinole recall debate.   Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report attached.  Balance at December 31, 2007 is $2,516.93.  The Treasurer reported that there were no new members in December.

Discussion Items

A. Pat Player reported that training for Pros and Cons presentations will be held on Tuesday, January 15 at 3 PM at the El Cerrito Methodist Church on Stockton.

Pat Player stated that she will go online to secure information on the Gaming Propositions.

B. LWVBA - Bay Area League Day – a flyer with information was distributed.  The event will be held on Friday, February 22, 2008.  All LWV members are urged to attend.

C. Willa Sudduth made report regarding the meetings on the League’s Immigration Study.  Pat McLaughlin will send a draft of the report containing the LWV WCCC chapter members vote on the Issues in the Study.  There were 13 LWV WCCC members in attendance at the meeting, plus two guests.

D. Bonnie Hamlin reiterated that a sign up sheet should be circulated at every LWV meeting/event/study.
E. The Joint meeting with AAUW to discuss the Pros and Cons of the Propositions on the February 5, 2008 Ballot will be held on January 19 at 10 AM at Christ Lutheran Church in El Cerrito.  Janet Abelson will send post cards to LWVWCCC members regarding this meeting.

F. LWVWCCC has been invited to observe ballot counting in Martinez on February 5.

G. Janet Abelson discussed voter registration at El Cerrito High. It was decided there was not enough time to do this project; advance planning will take place to register eligible HS students prior to the June 3, 2008 Primary Election.  Pat Player stated that voter registration will take place at Kennedy High School, she also indicated that it was very important to have the HS Government teachers involved.

Reports
A. Betty Brown gave update on SB840 (Single Payer Health Bill).  She also reported that the League State wide put out a letter opposing ABX11.  

B. Pro & Con Brochures and Easy Voter Brochures were available at the meeting.  Some of the distribution included:  Pat McLaughlin to Kensington Library; Pat Player to El Cerrito Library; Myrtle Braxton to Richmond Library; Linda Young to San Pablo Library (and other requested locations received via phone or e-mail requests).  Each member was encouraged to take some of the brochures for distribution throughout the community.  A list of distribution points will be prepared for the 2008 Primary materials.

C. Jean Lipton will make a written report for the next issue of the VOTER regarding the Adopt-A-Box project.

D. Bob MacDonald, Observer, submitted a written report regarding the El Cerrito City                       Council meeting.  (Report attached)

Other Business
Pat Player made report regarding logistics of the Pinole Candidates Forum on January 10 from 7 PM until 9 PM.   There will be a debate at 6:30 sponsored by Common Cause.  Pat Player stated that LWVWCCC and the Contra Costa Times are sponsors of the Candidates Forum.  The Moderator will take Question Cards from the audience.  Jean Lipton will be the timekeeper at this event.

The Board discussed the  Positions issues (last updated 2004 ?) of the LWVWCCC and how these positions relate to the National/State/BA LWV Positions, after discussion it was agreed that President Young would get in touch with Louise Vogelsberg to locate the WCCC information and bring it to attention of the LWV membership at a meeting in February (19th ?) for review and discussion.

Info and Materials Sharing – Bonnie Hamlin stated that the WCCC League should have a Data Base of the various things (tasks) that the League members would be able to undertake as Board members cannot perform all tasks, this includes activities such as Bob MacDonald’s volunteering to be an Observer at the El Cerrito City Council meetings.
VOTER – next issue, it was discussed that the WCCC LWV Board Members meeting minutes should not be published in the VOTER until the Board had reviewed and approved the minutes.  The next issue of the VOTER will contain information about the Adopt-A-Box project, Local/BA Issues Positions, Information about the Bay Area League Day, and the Annual Meeting.  The issue of a blanket “release to use photos” was discussed.  

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm.  Next meeting will be Monday, February 4, 2008.  The meeting will be held at Central Perk in El Cerrito.
Submitted by Acting Secretary Myrtle Braxton
LWV_WCCC Support Positions
We will hold an ad hoc Committee meeting to discuss and propose revisions to our ecistingf support positions.  The committee consists of interested board members, and interested people from the general membership.  A summary of the current positions follows.  At the meeting, we will discuss and work on the details.  We will then submit these proposals to the general membership in March for further discussion and revision.  (I hope we can also provide information on Bay Area positions at that time, Ed.)

Please review the summary, with an eye towards improving them, and attend either the committee meeting or the March General Membership meeting.
LWV-WCCC SUPPORT POSITIONS Summary
In the West Contra Costa Area the League of Women Voters Supports: 

I. HOUSING
The League of Women Voters West Contra Costa County believes that everyone is entitled to a decent home in a suitable living environment. 
The LWV-WCCC supports programs to create better housing
The LWV-WCCC supports programs to create better neighborhood environments:
The LWV-WCCC supports programs to improve the whole residential community
The LWV-WCCC supports programs to provide for the special needs of women in housing
The League of Women Voters West Contra Costa County supports programs to meet the needs of the homeless 
The League of Women Voters West Contra Costa County believes that the complexity of condominium ownership as well as the community impact of condominium conversions requires that local governments enact measures to protect the buyer, the tenants in a proposed conversion, the supply of rental housing in a community and the neighborhood in which a condominium or a conversion will be located. 
II. PERSONNEL
The League supports a personnel system that shall furnish the public with efficient government service and shall make use of the most modern methods of personnel administration; The League supports programs to further equal employment opportunity for minorities and women.
III. PLANNING
Planning, an essential function of government, shall consider the public welfare as well as the physical environment. The League believes western Contra Costa County to be a logical, geographical planning unit, strongly urban in character, whose individual land use programs should be consistent with the area as a whole.
IV. EDUCATION
The League encourages adequate and equitable financing of the West Contra Costa Unified Schools at state and local levels and an adequately financed compensatory education program.
In the City of Richmond the League supports: 

V. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM
A capital improvements program that is projected over a minimum of six years; provided with adequate and realistic financial support; and reinforced with adequate safeguards for citizen participation and review. A capital improvements program for recreation.
VI. HUMAN RELATIONS
Efforts to improve inter-group relations in Richmond with emphasis on a Human Relations Commission with adequate staff and financing.
In Contra Costa County the League supports (with Diablo Valley LWV):
VII. JUVENILE SERVICES
The LWV-WCCC supports well-staffed and effective juvenile probation and child welfare services for Contra Costa County with emphasis on prevention and early rehabilitation, including adequate detention and treatment facilities (in the child's local community*). *Only applicable to League of Women Voters West Contra Costa County.
VIII. PLANNING
LWV-WCCC supports the General Plan as a guide to the major land use of Contra Costa County and its effective implementation by county authorities.
IX. CONTRA COSTA COUNTY'S CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM
The LWV-WCCC believes that Contra Costa County's Civil Service system needs revision. The Civil Service ordinance should be modified so that the Civil Service Commission's functions should be limited to appellate, post-audit, hearing, and policy functions. The County Administrator should handle the administrative functions. The positions of Secretary to the Commission and Director of Personnel should be held by two different people. The League is working for a modern, centralized, responsible management system.
X. TRANSPORTATION
Support of an area wide transportation network that is flexible, balanced, Coordinated and primarily financed. This should include rapid mass transit, good feeder services and innovative modes according to the needs of the area.
XI. CORRECTIONAL DETENTION SERVICES POSITION
Contra Costa County is required by law to provide a detention facility for those individuals who are accused of breaking the law and await trial, and those who are convicted. The League of Women Voters West Contra Costa believes that in the first instance maximum utilization of pre-trial release and post adjudication alternatives to incarceration currently available under existing law and consistent with public safety should be encouraged as much as possible, as well as utilization of future alternatives to incarceration that become permissible under law, are financially feasible and are also consistent with public safety.
XII. XL SUPERVISOR'S SALARY
The LWV-WCCC supports the position that the job of County Supervisor is full-time and compensation should be comparable to counties similar in size, population and assessed valuation.
XIII. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN BUDGET PROCESS
Effective citizen participation in establishing priorities for services provided by governmental agencies, city services and for the wise expenditure of tax monies to achieve community goals, requires a clear understanding of the budget process and access to financial reports that are comprehensive, succinct and intelligible.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

DATE__________________

NAME___________________________________PHONE (home)___________________
(work)________________

STREET__________________________________________
CITY__________________________
ZIP__________
E-MAIL___________________________________________
FAX_____________________________________________
$_______________Dues For:           New Member:                  Renewal:     
Payable:             Annually:              Semi-Annually:                 Quarterly:                   Donation:  $_________________
DUES: $55/year (This includes per member payment (PMP) to LWVUS ($23.80), LWVC ($21), LWVBA ($1), AND LWVWCCC). Donations over and above $55 are gratefully accepted.
DUES ARE PAYABLE IN MARCH
QUESTIONS: Call Jean Lipton, at 510-525-8155
Make checks payable to:
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
Mail to:
Pat McLaughlin, Treasurer                                          ., .

League of Women Voters West Contra Costa County


P.O. Box 1618

El Cerrito, CA 94530 
Dues and contributions to the League are not tax deductible. 
Contributions to the Education Fund are deductible to the extent allowed by law.
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
P.O. Box 1618 
El Cerrito, CA 94530
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