       
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS – WEST CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
 
Quick News
QUICK NEWS, a publication of the League of Women Voters (LWVWCCC) is the new news media for the League of Women Voters of West Contra Costa County.  The publication will be sent to members on a frequent basis and will contain brief articles about our activities.  QUICK NEWS will be email to all members for whom we have an email address.  It will be mailed by U.S. mail to other members.  Contact Janet Abelson at abeljanet@aol.com or 510-525-4962 for more information.

 
Annual Meeting
LVVWCCC
SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, June 25, 2011, 10:00 to 11:30 am 

Community Room, Hilltop Mall, Richmond
More details to follow. 
 
LWVWCCC Website News
Our website (http://www.lwvwccc.org/)  now has a new section that provides links to resources on current issues.  As a result of the problems with the state budget, we have started with an emphasis on materials dealing with the budget crisis.  Thus, in addition to the link to NEXT Ten’s "Take the California Budget Challenge" (a quick and easy way to see how $$ are obtained and spent by the state) that is on the home page, there are several items in the "CURRENT ISSUES" page.  These are from the LWV of California, the Legislative Analyst's Office, the Public Policy Institute of California, the California Budget Project and a summary of the recent Field Poll on the Governor's balanced budget proposal.

As they become available and are appropriate, information will be added on subjects that are priorities of the state LWV and of the national LWV.  Please fell free to suggest materials that you consider unusually helpful to the electorate in understanding complex issues ("Contact Us" on bottom left of the home page will take you to an email link to the webmaster).
 
Empowering the Next Generation
On April 27, five members of LWVCCC led a trip of students on a visit to the State Capitol.  Thanks to members Janet Abelson, Cecilia Valdez, Paloma Pavel, Bob MacDonald, and Joan Carpenter for chaperoning the trip and to members Jael Myrick and Pat Player for helping to organize the trip.  Thanks, too, to El Cerrito High School Counselor Sarah Larson, for joining us and to ECHS Principal Jason Reimann for helping with the logistics of organizing an “official” school field trip for multiple schools!  There were thirteen students in total from four schools – El Cerrito High School, Kennedy High School, Helms Middle School and Portola Middle School.  
 
The purpose of the trip was to empower students, encourage them to vote, and to let them know that they can be the leaders of tomorrow.  We met with State Senator Mark DeSaulnier, Assembly Woman Nancy Skinner, and Craig Cheslog, Principal Advisor to State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson.  All three were very generous with their time.  Each student was encouraged to ask a question of their choice during each of the three visits.
 
We took the Capitol Corridor train from Richmond to Sacramento and walked to the Capitol.  Along the way, we stopped to look at a number of buildings representing city government, county government, state government and the federal government. We also managed to look around the State Capitol and take pictures with the bear in front of the Governor’s Office. What a great day and a great group of students!
 
Call to Council of the Bay Area LWV
Saturday, May 21 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the San Francisco Main Library (at
the BART Civic Center station). Each local League is authorized to send two
delegates, to exchange information, approve a budget, and view a video on the
history of regional government. The Agenda for the meeting has been sent to each
local League President.

Kensington Unit Meeting
The Kensington Unit will next meet on Tuesday May 3, 2011 at 1:15 PM at the home of Betty Brown at 44 Beverly Road in Kensington. Contact Betty Brown at 510-524-6071 for more information.

 

NEWS FROM THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE BAY AREA
 
    IF YOU MISSED LEAGUE DAY 2011, NOT TO WORRY!

League Day, the premier event of the year put on by the LWV of the Bay Area, is now archived in the form of speaker's slides and video recordings of the speakers talks.  These are all linked to the Document Library of the LWVBA site (http://www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org/documents.html).   This year's Bay Area League Day was entitled,  REDUCE, RECYLE AND REUSE, TAKING IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL: AN ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM ON POLICY, TECHNOLOGY AND YOU.  
 

Eight speakers in three panels spoke on a variety of pressing energy and 
sustainability problems and innovative solutions.   Or, if you want a short summary of the events of the day, go to the current issue of the  LWVBA publication, The Monitor, at:  http://bayareamonitor.org/images/pdf/apr11.pdf
 
